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The definition of a game used the term pretended reality
rather than magic circle because the former is self-
explanatory and the latter is not. However, from now on,
we'll refer to the magic circle because it is the more

widely accepted term.

In single-player games, the player establishes the magic
circle simply by choosing to play. In multiplayer games,
players agree upon a convention, which in turn
establishes the magic circle. In other words, they all
pretend together, and more important, they all agree to
pretend the same things—that is, to accept the same
rules (see Figure 1.2). Although the pretended reality
can seem very real to a deeply immersed player, it is still
only a convention and can be renounced by the player
refusing to play.
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