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The San Francisco Chronicle unveiled an iPad app this week that serves up breaking news, live updates and exclusive videos, photos and other content. The cost: $6 per month, or $60 per year.I’ve been an avid reader of the Chronicle for years, freely consuming stories on its Web site, SFGate.com. I'm also a paid digital subscriber to The New York
Times iPad app, which debuted earlier this year.All of this should make me a target customer for the Chronicle iPad app. So will I be getting the app? Nope.As much as I want to help out my fellow journalists, I'm not in the business of charity. That is, I'm not going to pay for something that I already get for free unless there’s a compelling reason. The
Chronicle—or any newspaper, for that matter—must deliver more value on the iPad than what’s on the Web site, and I'm not seeing it with the Chronicle app.The Chronicle, of course, is trying to follow in the footsteps of the Wall Street Journal, New York Times and others by delivering content on a tablet and charging for it. The hope is that
newspapers can recover some of the revenue lost in the great migration from print to the free Web.But simply duplicating free Web content on the iPad and then charging for it is about as silly as putting subscription-based print content on the Web for free in the first place (which, of course, everyone did). It also shows that the Chronicle doesn’t think
much about the intelligence of its readers.What are the benefits of the Chronicle iPad app? The Chronicle promises to push content to the app before it’s posted on SFGate.com. There’s an option to download content for offline reading. The app provides access to previous editions and allows users to share links and view panoramic photographs.The
New York Times iPad app, on the other hand, has only one real benefit: The app costs $20 per month for unlimited access to Times stories, videos, pictures and other content. Unlimited access also means the Times has had to limit access to its Web site. The Times has taken a giant risk by putting a cap on the number of free stories a single reader can
access on NYTimes.com, only 20 articles per month.The value-add of the Times app is access to more stories, which is the reason people read the Times in the first place. Here is why I think the Times iPad app is a better model than the Chronicle iPad app model.Crunching the Chroniclel want the Chronicle for local news but am not willing to pay for
it on the iPad. That’s because I can get local news for free by opening up iPad Safari and going to SFGate.com or Insidebayarea.com. The iPad app might save me a step or two but not much more.The Chronicle says it will push stories to the iPad app first, then SFGate.com. This might seem like a good deal, but I can’t imagine the Chronicle holding
stories on the iPad for very long given the Web’s lightening fast news cycle.Also, the Chronicle app’s offline reading feature doesn’t sound like anything I would use even though my iPad is Wifi-only. The vast majority of Chronicle stories are short and can be easily consumed on my Internet-connected mobile phone. If I do run into a longer story that I
want to read offline later, I'll use the Instapaper app. Lastly, the Chronicle iPad app was designed to “make it easier for readers to engage with the content that matters most to them,” Ward Bushee, executive vice president and editor of the Chronicle, said in a Chronicle story.But I didn’t find that to be the case. The app’s presentation seems
somewhat convoluted compared to SFGate.com. In fact, I'd rather have Flipboard render the Chronicle’s stories and news updates than the Chronicle’s app.New York State of MindIn contrast, the Times app displays superbly well-written stories chock full of insight and in-depth reporting in a simple way. These quality stories aren’t available
anywhere else on the Web except on its own Web site.Times stories often run longer than Chronicle stories, and thus don’t make for good reading over a smartphone. That’s okay because I don’t really read the Times for breaking news anyway; I get AP alerts on my smartphone for that.Unlike the Chronicle, the Times cleverly took away unlimited free
content on the Web. Since I read the Times every day, I would have surpassed the 20 free stories per month allotment in less than a week.Bottom line: If you're an avid Times reader, then you must become a digital subscriber. And that’s the way it should be.Tom Kaneshige covers Apple and Networking for CIO.com. Follow Tom on Twitter
@kaneshige. Follow everything from CIO.com on Twitter @CIOonline and on Facebook. Email Tom at tkanshige@cio.com 1 Min. Project Size> $100,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project ArcTouch was directly involved in creating a mobile app for a luxury electric vehicle automaker. They aimed to
integrate their products with IoT assistants such as Apple Watch, Siri, and Google assistant. "They also cared about their work quality and often gave great suggestions on improving our UX." Visit Site Free consultation 2 Min. Project Size> $25,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Zazz provided
mobile app development services for an accounting firm. They built the client's app using Figma, React, and Node.js, which aimed to help the end clients with their accounting needs. "They thoroughly went over our requirements and made sure each and every point was covered and addressed." Visit Site 3 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size>
10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Spritz built a 12-day social media campaign to be used during the Sochi Olympics. The project involved intensive research, brand messaging, and creation of online promotions to boost engagement. “I think they went above and beyond what a typical agency may do for a project of this
sort.” Visit Site 4 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Zazmic evolved a demand-side platform to be mobile friendly by building out the ability to deliver video-enabled ads with real-time bidding. Their work began with planning and structuring as well as execution. "They could
work from a very small kernel of information and build things out very quickly." Visit Site 5 Min. Project Size> $50,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Appstem developed an Android app from scratch for managing IoT home automation devices. They focused on making it both scalable an easy to
maintain. "They were responsive and we worked well together." Visit Site 6 Min. Project Size> $10,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Blackstone Studio developed an MVP that could speed up an ad company's billing and invoicing processes in an AWS-based environment. The key deliverables
included a codebase, diagrams, and project documentation. "Their work quality was excellent; it exceeded our expectations." Visit Site 7 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Siddhi Infosoft provides web maintenance for a pharmaceutical and public payer drug company. "They
can work independently and get things done on time." Visit Site 8 Min. Project Size> $100,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Blue Rocket assisted with the ideation and development of a social media app for a startup. The app allows users to share photos, videos and text with loved ones at a future
date. "From the beginning, Blue Rocket made me feel incredibly comfortable. They asked great questions, and offered fantastic insight into every aspect of the product. " Visit Site 9 Min. Project Size> Undisclosed Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Scalio reached out to a mobile solutions provider to
offer iOS and Android solutions. The team was in charge of overhauling the company's existing platform into one that's more scalable. "From beginning to end project management is fast and transparent." Visit Site 10 Min. Project Size> $25,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project Toi supplies web
development and design expertise to support digital social impact campaigns in an outsourced engagement. Creations include meme generators, full-scale site builds, and reconfigurations. "They care about the issues we tackle." Visit Site 11 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project
Be Unicorn designed several mobile applications for Android and iOS. They also managed UI/UX design, backend coding, Amazon integration, publication, and marketing. "They met all our needs and we had no issues with them." Visit Site 12 Visit Site Min. Project Size> $50,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> San Francisco, CA
Visit Site 13 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Notable Project A gaming company hired GeekyAnts to develop a gaming app that would house multiple games from different platforms. They used Unity and React Native for the frontend and Firebase for the backend. "Everything was done
perfectly." Visit Site 14 Visit Site Min. Project Size> $10,000+ Company Size> 2 - 9 employees Location> Emeryville, CA Visit Site 15 Worked with deCodinate Inc? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $10,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> Berkeley, CA Visit Site 16 Visit Site Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 2 - 9
employees Location> San Bruno, CA Visit Site 17 Visit Site Min. Project Size> $10,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> San Francisco, CA Headquartered in Bengaluru, India and San Francisco, California, Pods is a custom software development company. The small team focuses on custom software development, web development, IT
staff augmentation, mobile app development, and more and was launched in 2022. Visit Site 18 Min. Project Size> $10,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> Fremont, CA Notable Project Radiansys Inc has built a customer support portal for a financial service company. They aim to maintain and improve their existing customer
relationships and create new ones. "We've been particularly impressed by their attention to the vital details that promised growth for us." Visit Site 19 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> Concord, CA Notable Project Pixelette Technologies provides development for a blockchain company. They’'ve developed a
website and token and integrated the token with Web3 and a wallet. They’'re now building the blockchain solution. “Pixelette Technologies’ work has been amazing.” Visit Site 20 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 10 - 49 employees Location> Danville, CA Notable Project Spring Studio developed an investment company’s app prototype.
They first facilitated discovery meetings to understand the client’s idea. "They patiently walked us through each step of the process resulting in an incredible prototype of our concept." Visit Site 21 Worked with CGVAK Software & Exports Ltd? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $1,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location>
Walnut Creek, CA Visit Site 22 Worked with SiteAppy LLC? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> Freelancer employees Location> San Francisco, CA Visit Site 23 Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 2 - 9 employees Location> Palo Alto, CA Notable Project Visit Site 24 Min. Project Size> $1,000+ Company
Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> Palo Alto, CA Mantreza Technologies is a mobile app, web, and mobile games development company based in Noida, India, with offices in Brampton, Canada; Palo Alto, Calif.; and Birmingham, U.K. The company has more than 50 employees and provides, among others, digital strategy, product design, and e-
commerce development services to small and larger-sized companies in a wide range of industries that include advertising & marketing, business services, and consumer products & services. Notable Project A construction company hired Mantreza Technologies to develop an app for iOS and Android that features voice messaging, document sharing,
and location sharing. Mantreza also integrated a payment system and a rating system. Mantreza Technologies delivered the app which helped the company automate certain parts of its business. "Their technical team is hardworking, and they suggested ways to improve our project model to make it more efficient." - Senior Business Analyst,
Construction Company Visit Site 25 Worked with Hire Backend Developer? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> Santa Clara, CA Hire Backend Developer is a web design company. They offer web design, web development, mobile app development, ux/ui design, and more and were
founded in 2005. The agency is located in Ahmedabad, India and Santa Clara, California. Visit Site 26 Worked with Hire Frontend Developer India? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $1,000+ Company Size> 50 - 249 employees Location> Santa Clara, CA Hire Frontend Developer India is a software development company established in
2012. The midsize Santa Clara, California-based team specializes in custom software development, web development, mobile app development, and other application development. Visit Site 27 Worked with AstilLabs Inc.? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $1,000+ Company Size> 2 - 9 employees Location> Redwood City, CA Visit Site 28
Worked with ThinkSys Inc? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $1,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> Sunnyvale, CA Visit Site 29 Worked with Backend Development Company? Leave a review Visit Site Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> Santa Clara, CA Backend Development
Company is a website development company established in 2004. They are located in Ahmedabad, India and Santa Clara, California and have a midsize team. The agency offers web development, mobile app development, other application development, web design, and more. Visit Site 30 Worked with Frontend Development Company? Leave a review
Visit Site Min. Project Size> $5,000+ Company Size> 250 - 999 employees Location> Santa Clara, CA Frontend Development Company is a web development company. Established in 2004, the midsize company is located in Ahmedabad, India and Santa Clara, California. Their team offers web development, mobile app development, other application
development, web design, and more. Visit Site
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