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In the old days, you called your travel agent when you wanted to plan a trip. Today, you can do it yourself. Thanks to the Internet, you can book your entire vacation, from airfare to hotel accommodations, with just a few clicks on your computer keyboard.Popular travel booking sites like Expedia, Travelocity and Priceline have turned every household
into a virtual travel agency. They make it easy to instantly compare prices on airfare, lodging, and car rentals and then make your own reservations. Joining these big, well-known sites are a lot of newer, lesser-known travel booking sites, such as Bookingbuddy and Kayak.Planning your trip on one of these sites could potentially save you money -- up to
50 percent or more. But with so many different travel booking sites available, how do you know which ones offer the best deals, and which ones are just a waste of your time?Although travel booking sites offer different services and prices, the definition of a "good deal" ultimately depends on what you want. If you're looking for a five-star hotel at two-
star prices and you're not picky about which part of town you'll be staying in, then a name-your-own-price site will probably work well for you. On the other hand, if you want more control over where you stay, then you might prefer a Web site that lets you pick hotels and flights before comparing prices.In this article, you'll see some of the most
popular travel booking sites, and you'll learn how to find the ones that will give you the most bang for your travel buck. For many people, reading is less of a hobby and more of a passion. Here are some of the best websites for the book lover in all of us. Goodreads: Connect with Other Book Lovers People often describe Goodreads as a social network
for book lovers, but that’s selling it a bit short. With close to 80 million members, you can certainly find other people to connect with to discuss your favorite books, read their reviews, follow what they’'re reading, and so on. It’s kind of like having a book club, but you don’t have to meet in person once per month to eat terrible snacks and listen to
people talk about everything but books. Goodreads also lets you keep your own “shelf” where you can track books you’ve read or want to read. It also lets you browse books by category and even offers it’s own “choice awards” for helping you find great books on any topic. FictFact: Track Your Book Series If you read book series (especially those long
crime or adventure series that can span dozens of books) or you’re looking at starting a series, you know the pain of figuring out the order in which you should read the books. They’re usually not numbered on the covers, and most booksellers (including Amazon) do a poor job of showing you the order. You're then left scouring publication dates and
trying to piece things together. That’s where FictFact comes in. It’s a free site where you can plug in any title, author, series name, or keyword and then find a list of all the books in the series, presented in their reading order. Sign up for a free account, and you can follow as many series as you want. You can also mark individual books as to be read,
reading, read, or skipped. What Should I Read Next: Find Your Next Book If you're an avid reader, you know the empty feeling you get after finishing a good book. To avoid that feeling, you can try visiting What Should I Read Next. The site does exactly what its name suggests, which is recommend books based on what you just read. Type in the name
of any book (or author) you like, and the site will recommend plenty of books you might enjoy reading next. Book Riot: Read Book Reviews, News, and More Book Riot is a huge publication dedicated to books and the pleasures they offer. Their motto is: “writing about books and reading should be as diverse as books and readers are.” Book Riot
publishes book reviews and top-10 lists, recommends books, has their own podcast about books, and sells books on their online store as well. No matter how voracious your reading appetite, you'll enjoy spending time on Bookriot. PaperBackSwap: Trade Your Used Books PaperBackSwap is a book-swappers club. If you have a bunch of physical books
lying around that you’d like to exchange for some other books, then it’s the ideal website to do so. The website is free. All you have to do is sign-up and list the books you’d like to swap. If another member requests one of your books, you ship it to them. For each book you ship, you can request one book from PaperBackSwap’s catalog of books other
people have listed, which contains over 1.5 million books. You pay the shipping costs of books you send; books you receive are free. Google Book Search: Search Obscure Titles Google aims to organize the world’s information and with the Google Book Search project, they’ve taken their mission to books as well. Google’s Book Search lets you search
millions of books with the power of Google. You can enter phrases, book titles, or author names and Google will fetch the list of books that match your query. If the book is copyright-free or in the public domain, you’ll be able to read the entire book. If not, you’ll be able to access snippets of the book alongside the list of retailers or online stores that
carry the book for sale. Image Credit: GDimitry/Shutterstock Looking for a great summer read? Want to read more on a topic you're interested in or see what’s new or trending in the book world? There are plenty of places to turn for book recommendations on the internet. Most are simple and free and best of all, they’ll help prevent that feeling of
reader’s remorse, when you get home from the bookstore or library, start reading and realize that you've just wasted your time and possibly your hard earned money on a lousy book in which you have no interest in reading.1. GoodreadsGoodreads is more than a book recommendation site; it’s also an online community of book reviews and ratings.
Goodreads will make recommendations based on what you’'ve already read or what your friends are reading. Goodreads also highlights what’s trending and new releases that are coming out. Build bookshelves, lists, participate in book discussions and sometimes even author Q & A. 2. LibraryThingLibraryThing has been around for a long time. In fact,
they consider themselves the world’s largest book club and it certainly has that kind of feel. Add books to your catalogue and get recommendations based on what you’ve read or select “member recommendations” instead of LibraryThing recommendations to get different alternatives. You can participate in groups and discussions, and see featured
authors and new books as well.3. What Should I Read NextOne of the best things about What Should I Read Next is that you don’t need an account to sign in. You just type in a book you like or that you've read, and it populates a list of similar books. There are links to the Amazon page for each book. If you choose to sign up for an account, you can
make lists of books you’ve read or favorites for the site to base recommendations on. This site is streamlined and easy.4. BookishBookish has one of the most attractive of the platforms. You can get custom book recommendations by entering a few books you’ve read or browse through different genres. There are articles and author interviews, book
lists and reviews. You can also create your own bookshelves.5. ShelfariShelfari is a social cataloging website for books, sort of like Wikipedia for books! Shelfari users can build virtual bookshelves of titles have read, and can rate, review, tag, and discuss their books. Users can also create or join groups and discussions. Where Shelfari really shines is
in its book listings, detailed summaries, character listings, quotes, settings and more. Though Shelfari is owned by amazon, it is a completely separate website.And speaking of Amazon, if you search for a book you’'ve read or heard about, the “Customers who bought this item also bought,” section can offer some great title suggestions. The
recommendations may be limited, but on the plus side, there are editorial reviews, customer reviews, and sampling. You can also view lists and search by genre. 7. BookBubBookBub is different in that it isn’t precisely a book recommendation service like the others. What BookBub does is recommend free or extremely low-cost books (usually only $.99-
$2,) based on your interests and books you’ve read. BookBub sends you an email every day with book deals for that day often under the radar titles that you may have missed.If you don’t want to create book lists or shelves or register for accounts, Olmenta might be a simple solution for you. The site will recommend books for you based on general
popularity and the curation and preferences of the people behind the site. You can browse genres as well. There are no hoops to jump through, but the recommendations aren’t personalized either. It's simple and basic, but if you're just looking for some new book ideas, Olmenta couldn’t be easier. 9. WhichbookWhichbook is unlike any of the other
sites in that it’s not based on what you’ve already read or on a specific genre. Recommendations are based on emotions and elements of the book. There are a series of slider scales, such as Happy-Sad, Gentle-Violent, Short-Long, Expected-Unpredictable, Easy-Demanding, etc. You can also explore lists and authors, or create your own list as well.
Whichbook takes a fun and unique approach.10. RiffleRiffle is being called the Pinterest of books! Smaller than Goodreads, Riffle is an alternative that definitely has a Pinterest-like feel. You tell Riffle categories you like and enter a few books you’ve read and it provides you with a suggestion of people to follow. If you happen to like the books they list
great, if not you can always unfollow them. As you use the site more, you can add more lists to follow and share lists of your own. While it doesn’t offer specific book recommendations, it does allow you to scroll through galleries of reading possibilities.Featured photo credit: I love to Read via flickr.com (Photo: Couple on Laptop via Shutterstock) If you
can’t seem to find the great travel deals everyone else is talking about, maybe the problem is where you're looking for them. Bookmark these 10 invaluable sites and you’ll be saving time and money on flights, hotels, car rentals, and more in no time. (Photo: Skyscanner Ltd) Don't know your exact travel dates or even where you want to fly? That's not
a problem at Skyscanner. This handy flight search engine lets you look at tickets from a specific airport or city to "everywhere," and it will find the cheapest available flights to destinations all over the world. And if you know where you want to go but not when, Skyscanner also lets you search by exact date, month, or year. (Photo: Skyscanner Ltd)
Don't know your exact travel dates or even where you want to fly? That's not a problem at Skyscanner. This handy flight search engine lets you look at tickets from a specific airport or city to "everywhere," and it will find the cheapest available flights to destinations all over the world. And if you know where you want to go but not when, Skyscanner
also lets you search by exact date, month, or year. (Photo: Airbnb, Inc.) Who wants a tiny hotel room when you could have a whole apartment for yourself or your group? Airbnb lets you reserve everything from a couch in someone's Manhattan apartment to an entire villa in Italy. Prices are often cheaper than hotels, too. We like Airbnb for its
gorgeous layout, especially the "wish list" galleries that showcase atypical accommodations like snow domes and trains. (And if you love Airbnb, you should check out FlipKey, our sister site, which offers more than 170,000 vacation rentals.) (Photo: Hipmunk, Inc.) Don't you hate searching for travel deals only to find out that the super-cheap flight you
found leaves at 4:00 a.m. and involves three layovers? Or that the bargain hotel is actually miles away from anything worth seeing? Hipmunk aims to take the hassle out of travel planning by displaying flight search results on a visual graph, which you can sort by "agony" (factoring in layovers, departure time, etc.), price, duration, and more. It even
automatically shows you Amtrak alternatives, if available. Hotel options are shown on a map so you'll get a sense of exactly where you're staying before you book, and we like that it displays reviews from our sister site, TripAdvisor. (Photo: Momondo) Momondo is a one-stop shop if you're searching for flights, hotels, rental cars, vacation homes, travel
guides, or other inspiration. We like Momondo because it uses automated Internet crawlers to search for the best airfares on more than 700 websites, which means it shows you small and local airlines that don't always appear in other search results. (Photo: Tingo) Tingo is a game-changer in the hotel-booking industry, and we're not just saying that
because it's one of our sister sites. The concept is simple: Just book a hotel on Tingo that has a "Money Back" icon, and if the price drops before you travel, Tingo will automatically rebook you at the lower rate and refund you the difference. Best of all, you don't even have to watch prices in order to get a refund—Tingo does it for you. (Photo:
Microsoft) It's always tough to decide when to pull the trigger on booking airfare. Should you book now, or will prices go down in the future? Bing Travel is the closest thing flyers have to a crystal ball. Use the site's Price Predictor and it will advise you whether or not you should buy now or wait. You can also view the fare history for a specific
itinerary so you can see for yourself if prices on a certain route have been rising or falling lately. (Photo: Airfarewatchdog) What makes Airfarewatchdog different from other flight-search tools? It tracks bargain flights on thousands of routes, and it verifies availability before it posts them. Plus, all of the fares featured on the site have recently dropped
in price, are lower than average, or are unadvertised specials. We recommend signing up for the fare-alert emails, which track fares on specific routes for you. Or, sign up for alerts on any low fares from your local airport. (Note: Airfarewatchdog is owned by Smarter Travel Media and also powers SmarterTravel's Departure City Fare Alert and City to
City Route Alert emails.) (Photo: Yapta, Inc.) Did you know that many major airlines will refund the difference in price for tickets that are cheaper after you book? It's true, and Yapta will help you get your refund. Simply save your flight details on the site and Yapta will track the price, send you alerts, and help you claim your refund if the price goes
down. Alaska, JetBlue, and AirTran all offer refunds for any price drop, and others (including Virgin America, United, and Delta) will refund you if the price decreases beyond a certain amount. (Photo: Kayak) Kayak is invaluable for booking airfare if you have flexible dates. Its handy fare calendar lets you see at a glance how the price would change on
various dates throughout the month. You can also search for specific dates, and the site will display cheap fares and special "Hacker Fares" (in which, to save money, you book two one-way tickets on different airlines rather than one round-trip flight). You can also use Kayak to search for hotels and car rentals, plus general deals with keywords like
"ski," "romantic," or "beach," if you're not sure where you want to go. We also recommend TripAdvisor's flight-search tool for its vast and organized results display. We hand-pick everything we recommend and select items through testing and reviews. Some products are sent to us free of charge with no incentive to offer a favorable review. We offer
our unbiased opinions and do not accept compensation to review products. All items are in stock and prices are accurate at the time of publication. If you buy something through our links, we may earn a commission. Airfare $ Airfare $ Airfare $ Airfare $ Indus Travels vacation $1999+ Regent Seven Seas Cruises cruise $3799+ Patricia Magaha Hotel
& Lodging Deals
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