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How to pronounce the letter d

Pronunciation Try to pronounce Synonyms Quiz Collections Translation Rate the pronunciation difficulty of letter d Pronunciation of letter d with 1 audio pronunciations Record the pronunciation of this word in your own voice and play it to listen to how you have pronounced it. Can you pronounce this word better or pronounce in different accent or
variation ? Add phonetic spelling Cancel Thanks for contributing letter of the alphabet letter alphabetic character Thanks for contributing {{ quiz.questions count }} Questions Lets play Show more fewer Quiz {{collection.count}} View collection -Private -{{collection.uname}} Show more fewer Collections Show more fewer Translation Translate
this word/phrase Cancel Thanks for contributing Meanings for letter d Thanks for contributing Antonyms for letter d Thanks for contributing Examples of letter d in a sentence Thanks for contributing report this ad report this ad Last updated July 05, 2021 Last updated July 06, 2021 report this ad The letter "d" sound is the voiced counterpart of the
letter "t". You will need to use the same tongue and roof of mouth formation, and you also use an explosive breath to make the sound. The main difference is that the letter "d" sound is a voiced sound so you need to feel a vibration in your throat area. You need to use your larynx or vocal chords to vibrate your throat and make the sound. To make the
letter "d" sound, you have to feel your tongue pushing against the area where your upper teeth and the roof of your mouth meet. You need to push hard enough so that no air can get out of your mouth. Then, vibrate your vocal chords or throat area. This will build pressure inside your mouth. Finally, make the letter "d" sound by suddenly releasing
your tongue so that it touches the back of your lower teeth. This will make the explosive and vibrating "d" sound. Things to remember: 1) Push your tongue against the area where your upper teeth meet with the roof of your mouth. 2) Make a seal with your tongue so that no air can escape. 3) Feel a vibration in your throat area as you start to make
the letter "d" sound. 4) Make the explosive and voiced "d" sound by suddenly releasing your tongue with a downward motion until it touches the back of your lower teeth. 5) The letter "d" sound is a voiced sound so you need to feel a vibration in your throat area. Here are some words you can practice with. do difficult discover document dance
definition day daughter deep deny difficulty dramatic down defense dream destroy deep deeply during deal detail dress declare drag different drop down drive dress diet door dead discussion demand defend dark die decade dinner dangerous duty description death despite debate depend due display development dog directly direct dad desert decide
determine dozen daily division double drug disease department democracy debt deserve decision degree date device doubt discovery develop deal define damage dish dust drive design driver danger divide discipline difference discuss drink domestic dance dominate director democratic distance desire definitely disaster data dark district direct
decline digital describe design demand dry drink disorder doctor Democrat deliver disappear display distribution draw direction demonstrate desk depression deficit Let me know your thoughts. Thanks. As Peter Shor said in a comment, words with the tautosyllabic consonant clusters /dr/ and /tr/ (almost always spelled and respectively) can be
pronounced in a way that sounds like [d3r] and [tfr] in a number of English dialects. The exact details of the pronunciation, whether it also applies when the "d" and "r" were originally in separate syllables (e.g. "bedroom"), and other stuff like that vary—see What is the IPA for "trade"? for more discussion. There are also some other contexts where the
letter D corresponds to sounds other than a simple [d]. D may be pronounced [d3] when it comes before , as in education or for some (mainly British) speakers dune, and in a few words where it comes before , as in soldier. This is the result of "coalescence" of a historical [dj] sequence. In American English, words like dune are usually pronounced with
/du/ because the sequence [dj] was simplified to [d] at the start of a stressed syllable. This is called "yod-dropping": other prior questions that ask about this phenomenon are Is the pronunciation difference between “BrE deuce” vs “AmE deuce” systematic? and Why the does 'tu' get pronounced 'tyu' in British English? The 'd sound' /d/ is voiced (the
vocal cords vibrate while producing it), and is the counterpart to the unvoiced 't sound' /t/.To create the /d/, air is briefly prevented from leaving the vocal tract when the tip of the tongue presses against the tooth ridge while the sides of the tongue press against the upper side teeth. The sound is aspirated when the air is released. The aspiration for a
/d/ is less than the aspiration for a /t/.Advanced ESL/ELL pronunciation students should be aware that when the /d/ is followed by an 'l sound' /I/ or an 'n sound' /n/, the aspiration of the /d/ is not released in the same manner as before other sounds. Instead, a lateral aspiration is used in the /d+1/ combination, and a nasal aspiration is used in the /d+n/
combination. Tagged With: Sound How-To These two consonants are paired together because they take the same mouth position. Learn the correct mouth position for these sounds to pronounce them clearly and accurately. YouTube blocked? Click here to see the video. Video Text: The T and D consonant sounds. These two sounds are paired
together because they take the same mouth position. Tt is unvoiced, meaning, only air passes through the mouth. And dd is voiced, meaning, uh, uh, dd, you make a noise with the vocal cords. These consonants are stop consonants, which means there are two parts. First, a stop of the airflow, and second, a release. The airflow is stopped by the tongue
position. The tongue will come up and the front part will touch the roof of the mouth just behind the top teeth. It will then pull down to release the air. The teeth are together, tt, and as the air comes out, when the tongue releases, they part, tt, dd. Let’s take for example the word ‘pat’. Pat: the first part, the tongue has moved up into position, cutting
off the flow of air. Pa-tt. And the second part, the tongue releases, and the air comes through the closed teeth. A note about the teeth position for the D. As I said, the teeth are together, tt, and part when the air is released. This must happen for a release of the T. But the D can actually be made without the teeth coming all the way together: dad, dad.
You can see there the teeth are not closing all the way, but you're getting a D sound by the tongue coming up into position and pulling away. Stop consonants are sometimes pronounced without the second part, without this release, when they come at the end of a syllable or a word. Let’s take for example the sentence ‘I bet you did’. I bet, you can see
the tongue has moved up into position for the T. I bet you did. But rather than releasing air through the teeth, the mouth simply moves into the next sound, which is the ‘ew’ as in ‘few’ diphthong. I bet you did. I bet you did. No release. It's important to note we’re not just leaving out the sound. I bet — the tongue is moving into position, which is
cutting off the airflow. And that stop is part of the T. I bet you did. So even though we’re not releasing to give the complete full T, the idea is still there by the tongue going into position, cutting off the airflow. So T and D can sometimes be pronounced with the stop and the release, and sometimes just the stop. The T has another pronunciation, it’s call
the flap or tap T, and on my website in the International Phonetic Alphabet, I use the D symbol to represent this sound because it sounds and functions, and is made just like the D. This sound happens when the T comes between two vowel sounds. Let’s take for example, the word madder and matter. One is spelled with two D’s, and one with two T’s.
But they’re pronounced the same: madder, matter. Let’s look at them in sentences. I'm madder than I've ever been. What’s the matter? It’s the same sound. The lip position of these sounds is influenced by the sound that comes next. For example, dime, dime. You can see the mouth is taking the shape of the first sound of the ‘ai’ as in ‘buy’ diphthong,
dime, even before the D is made. Drain, drain. Again, you can see the lips taking the position for the R, drain, even before the D is made. Do, do, again you can see the lips taking the circle for the ‘00’ as in ‘boo’ vowel. Do, do. Here we see the T/D mouth position on the right compared with the mouth at rest on the left. Here, parts of the mouth are
drawn in. The soft palate is raised for these consonant sounds. The tongue position stretches up in the front and presses against the roof of the mouth to make the stop before releasing the air. The position is just behind the top front teeth. Sample words: time/dime, tad/dad, tote/dote. The last two word pairs ended with T’s and D’s. Did you notice that
I did not release them? Sample sentence: Tom tasted Dad’s dark chocolate treats. Now you will see this sentence up close and in slow motion, both straight on and from an angle, so you can really study how the mouth moves making these sounds. Tom, with the T, you see the teeth close, the tongue raised behind them. And there’s the release. Tom.
The lips will close for the M, and when they open you will see the teeth are still closed for the T in tasted. Then the ST consonant cluster, and there there’s a quick ih vowel, there, before the D, tasted. Dad’s. The tongue will come up here to make the D, there will be a quick Z before the D in dark, and you can see the lips already starting to take the
form of the R even before the teeth release. Chocolate, tongue through the teeth for the L, and then up to make the T which is a stop here. Treats, and again you see the lips forming the R even before the teeth release the T. And the TS sound at the end. Tom, you see the tongue tip up behind the closed teeth, releasing into the ‘ah’ as in ‘father’. Lips
close for the M. Tasted, tongue up to make the T, quick ih sound and then the D, tasted, Dad’s. Tongue up again to make the final D. Dad’s. Dark, lips taking the form of the R. Chocolate, tongue up for the L and then to the roof of the mouth to make the stop of the T. And treats, where the lips form the R shape around the closed teeth. And tongue tip
up to make the final T, and S sound. Treats. That’s it, and thanks so much for using Rachel’s English. Video: Most Americans don't pronounce the first "d" in Wednesday. But there it is, sitting pretty. So what gives?Well, that's a question for the ages. The Middle Ages, to be exact.The medieval period, also called the Middle Ages, is a period in
European history that stretches from the fifth to the 15th century C.E. It's also a time that had great influence over the dialects that would eventually form our modern English language.American English is rooted in ancient European languages. As far back as the fifth century, several related Germanic dialects were introduced to Anglo-Saxon realms
in what is now Scotland. As people interacted, languages fused and a dialect known as Old English emerged. This "borrowed" language, which sprung from many roots, continued to transform over the centuries. It later took on the influence of Romance languages, which sprung from Latin, as well as a version of the French language spoken by Viking
raiders who conquered areas of England. By the 11th century, this new variety of English became known as Middle English.Even now, language continues to change and adapt because of the influences of a variety of cultures and developments. The Merriam-Webster Collegiate dictionary, for instance, recently upped its content count by more than
1,000 words, adding specimens like binge-watch, photobomb and truther.The word "Wednesday" has adapted over time, too. Its origin lies in Old English's Germanic languages, where it emanated from the word "Wodnesdeeg." Throughout Old English and Middle English, it remained an homage to the Anglo-Saxon god Woden and the Germanic god
Wodan. (You may be more familiar with the Norse equivalent Odin, recently prominently featured in the movie adaptations of Marvel's "Thor" comics.)Wodan was a powerful god, one who created the human race. He also represented poetry and the arts, but instigated battles and wars. He can be compared in some aspects with the ancient Roman
deity Mercury, who was a messenger to the gods. Wodan and Mercury, although quite different, were both linked to the day of the week we know as Wednesday.As Wodnesdeeg moved from Old English to Middle English, its spelling changed. It became "Wednesdei" and the "d" remained, even as the word morphed into "Wednesday."Wednesday is just
one example of words — like February and ptarmigan — where letters appear in a word's spelling but not in its pronunciation. The curious case of America's silent "d" doesn't extend to parts of England, Scotland and India, where many people enunciate the letter. (Though some don't. Language is tricky!)While there's no moment that can pinpoint the
fading away of Wednesday's "d" in spoken American English, and no reason why — though an oceanic divide seems to have spurred language's evolution — the erosion of a pronounced letter over time isn't all that uncommon. Phonologically speaking, when that happens to a letter on the interior of a word, it's called syncope. You may be familiar with
syncope as a poetic device — going "o'er" a river instead of "over." And you may not even notice it in some common words that would sound odd with every letter enunciated. Chocolate has a central "o" that's not fully pronounced, and Christmas sounds more like a celebration of someone called Chris, though it celebrates a figure known as the
Christ.Want to learn more about how language changes? Check out this What the Stuff?! video:Now That's InterestingThe Germanic god Wodan is, to a certain degree, an analog to the ancient Roman god Mercury, which is why Wednesday in Romance languages is Mercredi (French), Mercoledi (Italian) and Miércoles (Spanish). When many people
are asked about the most difficult aspect of learning any language, the most common answer is speaking as this normally involves people trusting in their own ability to get the words out rather than just listening to someone else and understanding them when someone is talking. Today we are going to focus on how to pronounce the “th” combination
in English. There are two different sounds, but a lot of people always pronounce them the same. Both are made by putting your tongue between your teeth so that the tip of your tongue is touching your teeth. TH - voiced dental fricative /6/ This TH sounds like “this” and is a soft sound. To pronounce this TH, place the tip of your tongue between your
top and bottom teeth and vibrate your vocal cords - it’s quite fun! Words that have the /8/ sound are: - than - then - this - weather - smooth - other TH - voiceless dental fricative /6/ Words with this TH are, for example, “thing” and “thought”. It is a much stronger sound. To pronounce this TH, do the same: place the tip of your tongue between your
teeth but just blow air through your mouth without vibrating your vocal cords. Words that have the /6/ sound are: - thank - think - therapy - moth - path - youth If you want to hear these sounds out loud, just watch the video below: At ABA English, we would like you to continue learning which is why you can sign up to our course for completely free
and get access to 144 video classes ranging from beginner to advanced level for free. These classes, along with other grammar materials and exercises will allow you to keep practising different grammar point as you progress through them. Start studying with us today and make great progress quickly. 2013-04-10
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