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If you've just got GTA 5 for free from the Epic Games Store and you're jumping into GTA Online for the first time, get ready for some big differences. GTA Online is a packed multiplayer experience with almost seven years' worth of updates. It's a big, complicated game with an absolutely dizzying array of vehicles, businesses and activities to check
out. Crucially, too, you're sharing the world with up to 29 other players, which takes a big of getting used to. GTA Online will eat as many hours as you want to put into it, with deep progression systems, loads of expensive properties to buy and tons of vehicles to collect. Over the years, we've spent a fair few hours with GTA Online, and wanted to
share our advice for how newcomers can play the game without having a bad time. Hopefully you'll find this useful.(Image credit: Rockstar Games)The key with GTA Online is finding friends you can regularly enjoy playing with. This makes so many activities in the game easier, more lucrative and more fun. Playing GTA Online solo is possible, but it's
half the experience in a lot of ways. When you start GTA Online, you create a character, do a tutorial and are unleashed into Los Santos. Epic's giveaway of GTA 5 comes with the Criminal Enterprise Starter pack, a bumper selection of goodies to get you started in GTA Online. This gives you a number of free items, including a suite of weapons and
vehicles to use. Rockstar Games explains what comes with the pack here. Note, though, that we played GTA Online long before this pack existed, and can't completely vouch for how this affects the early part of the online experience. You also get an executive office, a gunrunning bunker and a biker gang hideout, all of which offer various ways to
make you more money from the start. You can access activities in each of these locations from the laptop you'll find inside each building. Epic's free edition of GTA will also grant you a million dollars of free in-game currency, though it'll take a week or so to appear in your account. We think you should spend $200,000 of that on an in-game apartment
which has the ability to initiate heists, and we'll explain why below. In terms of aspirational vehicles, military chopper the Buzzard is a good one to aim for. That costs $1.75 million, so you'll need to save up a bit, but it'll quickly get you around the map and provide firepower from the sky. There are reasons you'll want to increase your rank (that is,
your level) quickly when starting GTA Online. Going up a few ranks will lead to characters like Simeon and Lamar contacting you with missions via your phone, giving you more ways to unlock money and RP, GTA's version of experience points. Weapon purchases are also tied to your rank. If you want to buy a Micro SMG from a weapon store, for
example, you need to be rank 5 first. So it's worth trying to get through those early levels quickly.2. GTA Online heists are a good way to make money, and the most fun part of the game(Image credit: Rockstar Games)GTA has five heists (including a tutorial heist), and if you're new to the game, you owe it to yourself to check them out. They're like the
heists in GTA 5's main story, only they involve four players taking part in one mission simultaneously. They still represent the best GTA experiences you can have in any game in the series. To access heists, you either need to join another player's heist, or reach level 12 in-game and host your own. Crucially, you'll want three other friends to play the
heists with (you can matchmake, but it's precarious, and playing all four heists with the same crew nets you a bonus payout). That hopefully won't be too much of a challenge if you know other people who have grabbed the game for free and have half-decent PCs.One of your group of four will need what's called a High-End apartment in GTA Online,
which apparently doesn't come with the Criminal Enterprise Starter Pack. This is how you host a heist. You can buy this by bringing up your phone in-game, going to the internet browser and clicking on Money and Services. Dynasty 8 is the online store that sells apartments in-game. The cheapest apartment to feature a heist room is Del Perro
Heights, which is $200,000, easily covered by the free money gifted by Rockstar with this version of the game. Again, to host a heist, you need to be rank 12 or higher. It's not a bad idea for all players involved to at least reach rank 12, to ensure everyone is up to the challenge of these large-scale missions. With three other players in your crew, you
can enter the heist room in your new apartment and begin these missions strands. Each heist is divided into separate setup stages with a finale, and you get a first-time bonus payout for finishing them all (and another for finishing them in order). Note that each heist has a setup cost, which you'll easily be able to afford if you haven't blown all your
free million dollars of in-game currency at once. You'll easily make this setup money back from completing each one. When you get deeper into the game, you can think about taking on the Doomsday and Diamond Casino Heists, too, but for now tackling the basic heists is all you need to worry about. Repeating them on higher difficulties earns you
bigger payouts. If you're a solo player, heists are a less dependable source of income, and you might want to try this excellent Reddit guide on playing GTA alone. 3. Don't bother with competitive modes unless they're paying double experience and cash(Image credit: Rockstar Games)GTA Online has so many online competitive modes (called Adversary
Modes), but they're rarely as fun as doing activities in the open world with friends. Still, there are reasons you'll want to play them, especially if you're new to the game. Each week, Rockstar usually highlights a certain Adversary Mode with double the rewards (not this week, though, as the double bonus is for gunrunning sell missions). This will allow
you to quickly increase your rank and make a bit of cash while you take part. Look out for messages on your phone that invite you to adversary modes, and click on them to enter a matchmaking screen. Again, they're only really worth focusing on when the payout is doubled. Don't burn yourself out on PvP, because it's not the best part of GTA Online,
even though some of the modes can be pretty fun. 4. You can have your cars delivered at any time(Image credit: Rockstar Games)This is far from a headline feature, but it's handy to know in case you miss the game's explanation of how it works. Bring up your phone, click on the Mechanic name in your contacts, call him and you can have any of your
stored vehicles brought to you, usually a short walk from where you're standing. You'll use this countless times as you play GTA to save time, and it's worth knowing. 5. Strangers will try and grief you, so turn on Passive Mode(Image credit: Rockstar)Griefing is almost baked into the design of GTA Online. If you want to explore Los Santos without
other players being able to ruin it for you, press 'M' on your keyboard to bring up what's called the Interactions menu. From here, scroll down to Passive Mode and turn it on. This will stop players from being able to shoot you. Note, though, that a whole bunch of GTA Online activities require you to play in a public server and switch Passive Mode

off. Interrupting other players' fun is the lifeblood of GTA Online, and you will end up doing it yourself, too. It's why it's such a relief on those rare occasions when you find an empty server, so you can make a bit of money without the threat of someone airstriking you mid-mission. It's a temporary solution, then, but it will make the act of exploring the
world a bit less irritating in your first hours with the game. 6. Resist buying Shark Cards unless you get deep into the game(Image credit: Rockstar Games)Everything in GTA Online can be paid for with in-game currency, but earning money is time-consuming in this game, especially if you want to buy some of the fancier vehicles that cost millions of
in-game dollars. Rockstar sells in-game currency in the form of Shark Cards, giving you a quick cash injection to get you the thing you want. You don't need to buy these to have a good time in GTA Online, though. If you throw hours upon hours at GTA Online, you can maybe justify spending a little every now and then for that car, business or
apartment you want, especially since you got the game for free from Epic. Ultimately, though, buying digital currency is unlikely to enhance your experience with the game unless you're playing it all the time. 7. Focus on the activities you enjoy(Image credit: Future/Rockstar Games)When you start GTA Online, it can take some adjustment to the new
status quo. There's so much to do on the map and you're constantly pinged with new activities on your phone. Not everything in the game is great, but you don't have to play all of it to have a good time. Owning a nightclub isn't as fun as it should be, for example, even if the real DJs that play there are a cool touch. Owning a hangar is really neat,
especially with some of the cool customizable aircraft available, but it's a very expensive pursuit that shouldn't be your priority early on. Some of the vehicles you can buy look awesome, but earning enough currency to unlock them can take hours and hours. The heists are the clear standout in GTA Online in terms of actual early game fun stuff. Some
of the different businesses you can buy do have fun activities associated with them depending on what they are (and this free edition should give you plenty of businesses to sample), but there's also a hell of a lot of driving from one side of the map to the other for so many of the missions in the game. Try not to fall into a pattern where you feel like
you're stuck in a grind. (Image credit: Rockstar)Over the past few years, Rockstar has become more and more generous in giving out free GTA money, just for logging on during a certain period. At the start of this year it gave away $2 million just for turning the game on twice in two weeks. Keep an eye on Rockstar Games' social channels for any
similar promotions. They're not that regular, but they'll usually occur a few times a year, and if you're new to the game, it'll be enough cash to make a serious difference. You can let these build up and buy a silly vehicle that you really want.Rockstar is currently giving away $500,000 to all players who log in during May 2020. Earning extra cash on
your own schedule—from the comfort of your couch, as you scarf down a sad desk salad during your lunch break or while sitting poolside on vacation—may sound like a pipe dream. Or a corny infomercial.And it’s true that there are many ways to make money online aren’t actually all that rewarding, with many (like Amazon’s Mechanical Turk
platform and other micro-gigs) only offering earnings of about $2 per hour. That’s at least five hours of work before you’ve earned the equivalent of a Chipotle burrito bowl.Want a little more for your time and effort? We’re rounding up online gigs that pay at least $5 per hour—and as much as $30 or more. Even at $5 an hour, set aside just one hour a
week, and you could save $260 in a year. Or incorporate one of these tasks into your lunch break every weekday, and you could be $1,200 richer (or more) in 12 months.1. Fill out surveys.It’s not sexy or groundbreaking, but completing online surveys only requires access to the Internet and an opinion—two things in healthy supply these days.
Generally, taking one survey nets less than $1, but it doesn’t require much time or attention. (Can you say Netflix and fill?) Start with sites likes Survey Junkie and Swagbucks, where the minimum earnings to cash out is on the lower end.2. Test out new platforms.“User testing” is when companies ask regular people like us to test-drive new sites and
apps. That involves completing a series of tasks, then providing video or audio feedback. Tests generally take about 10 to 20 minutes and pay around $10 apiece, meaning you could rack up more than $30 in a hour. Check out User Testing, User Feel and Userlytics for postings.3. Be a juror.No one likes getting summoned for jury duty, but opting in
can pay off. eJury.com provides a platform for lawyers to try their cases in front of practice jurors, who get paid $5 to $10 per case. Average case time is 35 minutes, though it may take longer until you’re familiar with judicial terminology, like “negligence” or “proximate cause.” (Note: This does not get you out of real jury duty.)Sites like Fiverr,
Freelancer and Upwork can offer relatively high-paying work for services like proofreading or serving as a virtual assistant. But even if you're just starting out, you can find easy, one-time gigs on Fiverr that won’t take up much time, from transcription to data entry.Related: How Much Money Can You Really Make on Fiverr? I Found Out5. Play a
game.Who says work can’t be play? Apps like Blast and Bananatic reward you for trying out new games or completing tasks while you play. Think: getting paid to play Words with Friends for five minutes or battle on Clash of Clans for 20 minutes.In addition to its cash-earning potential, Blast (which was started by Acorns co-founder Walter
Cruttenden) includes a feature that encourages saving by making transfers from a linked checking account into a savings account. If that’s not your thing, you can disable it, but Cruttenden said those who do use the feature save an average of $30 to $40 a month. (Blast will also put additional money into savings accounts when users complete certain
“missions” like trying a new game or leveling up.)While Bananatic does compensate you for your game time, it only offers cashouts in the form of gift cards. The economy has been completely shaken up by COVID-19, with millions of Americans losing their jobs and having to find alternate ways of making ends meet. Since so many workplaces are
closed or limited due to lockdown restrictions, more people than ever before are looking online to find ways to make extra money right from home. Here, we’ve rounded up 10 of the best ways to make money online with the skills you have now. Give an online course One of the great things about the internet is how easily it allows us to share
knowledge across borders. If you're an expert in a particular subject or if there’s just something you think you can contribute to in your field, consider selling an online course. Dozens of sites facilitate the process for you, like Skillshare, Udemy and Coursera, where you can create a course and upload the lesson videos and materials. Depending on the
site you go with, students can either buy your individual course or subscribe to the site and access all courses whenever they want. Most sites pay you per student, so the more popular your course gets, the more you'll earn. Start a blog Another way you can share your knowledge with the world is with a blog dedicated to your area of expertise.
Bloggers typically earn money by placing ads on the site. The most popular way to do this is with Google AdSense — you decide where on the page you want the ads to appear and Google AdSense will match the content of your blog with advertisers looking for readers like yours. Another way to make money blogging is by placing affiliate marketing
links on your posts. With affiliate links, the URL has a unique code attached to it. When readers click on the link and make a purchase, you receive a commission. Creating a blog doesn’t have to be difficult. Sites like WordPress, Squarespace and Wix can help you quickly create an attractive and easy-to-navigate website with integrated ads. Sell your
old clothes Most of us have items in our closet that we’d like to get rid of, but throwing out an old dress or vintage pair of shoes may feel like a waste if it’s still in good condition. One great way of making some extra cash is to sell the items cluttering up your home. For clothing, online thrift shops like thredUP, Poshmark and Depop can help you free
up space and make a few bucks on the side at the same time. For most sites, you'll take care of the selling and shipping yourself. Other sites, like thredUP, will ask you to mail your items to their distribution center, where they’ll take care of the sale and send you the earnings. Find gigs on freelance marketplaces These days, it’s easier than ever to
work for yourself. One Statista report shows that 57 million freelancers were working in the United States in 2017. The number is expected to rise to 90 million in the next eight years, meaning that just over half of all workers will be freelancers —online and offline— at that time. One popular way of finding freelancing gigs is through sites like
Upwork, Toptal and Fiverr. There, you can advertise your work on any number of categories, from graphic design and web development to voice-over work and illustration. Processes vary from site to site, but generally, clients will contact you with their request, and you can accept or turn down the job. Once the job is completed, you’ll submit it to the
client and receive payment. Sell stock photography Stock photography is a great alternative for artists looking for a side hustle. If you have a professional-grade digital camera, you can sell your high-resolution shots on dozens of sites. Some of the most popular are Shutterstock, Getty Images, Dreamstime, and iStock. To sell stock photos and videos
online, you'll need basic knowledge of the types of images clients are looking for. You’ll also need to determine whether your photos will be royalty-free (meaning there is no additional payment after the first purchase) or rights-managed. If you're using models, you may want to look into model releases to protect your models’ image and your own
liability. Offer online tutoring With the recent rise in distance learning, there are many opportunities to create a side hustle in online tutoring with students of all ages. Math and science tutors may be the most popular, but tutors in all subjects are in demand, including ESL tutors for language learners. Some popular online tutoring sites are TutorMe,
Skooli, Wyzant, Chegg and Khan Academy. If you are a native speaker of a language other than English, you may consider language tutoring sites such as Italki, Preply and Verbling, where students sign up to practice their conversational skills with native speakers of the languages they’'re studying. Become a lender The rise of “crowdlending” is just
another example of how the internet has shaken up practically every sector of the economy. Before, someone looking for a personal loan had to go to the bank, credit union, or payday lender. If the person didn’t have good credit, they’d have to deal with high interest rates if they were approved for the loan at all. Now, peer-to-peer (P2P) lending
websites match borrowers with lenders who are just regular people like you. Instead of taking the entire amount from a single lender, a loan can be pooled from multiple lenders. As the borrower pays back the loan, you will receive a portion of your investment back plus interest. Some popular P2P lending platforms are Prosper, Perform and Upstart.
As with any investment, there are risks associated with P2P lending. The borrower may default on the loan and leave you and the other lenders in the lurch. But if you have extra money earning pennies in a savings account, crowdlending could be a way to make some passive income. Start a streaming empire It’s hard to imagine the internet before
live-streaming became so widespread. Once, it was restricted to gamers playing live and talking to their viewers. While gaming is still at the core of live-streaming, you don’t have to be a gamer to make money online as a streamer. Creators of all kinds are broadcasting their lives across the internet, from cosplayers making their costumes on camera
to groups of friends running a live Dungeons & Dragons session, to just regular people talking about their lives. Income for streamers comes from subscriptions, donations, affiliate marketing, advertisements and third-party sponsorships. The most popular streaming site is Twitch, but other sites like YouTube and Facebook offer user-friendly
streaming tools. Similarly, social media apps like Periscope, Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok also allow you to stream from your mobile. Sell your creations If you’'re crafty or artistic, there are so many ways to earn money from your hobby. Etsy is the most popular site for selling handmade products like leather purses, wall prints, custom phone
covers, sewing patterns... the list goes on and on. Whatever quirky, weird thing you make will probably find a home there. If you're an artist looking to sell prints of your work, print-on-demand sites like CafePress, Big Cartel, RedBubble and Society6 can simplify things for you by printing and shipping products whenever customers purchase. If you'd
rather skip a marketplace’s transaction fees and handle all aspects of the business yourself, e-commerce sites like eBay, Shopify, Big Commerce, Squarespace and Wix can help you set up your own online store, complete with payment processing. Amazon is also a great choice if you’re interested in dropshipping. Get support from your followers
Finally, if you're a creator of any sort, you can receive financial support from your followers to pursue your projects. Sites like Patreon allow you to set up a membership program with multiple tiers so you can produce exclusive content for your subscribers that other people can’t see. It’s a great way of showing off works in progress and sketches, or
workshopping an idea with the help of your fans. Another popular site is OnlyFans, which is mostly known for not-safe-for-work content; however, the site is open to creators in any field. If you’d rather receive money for a specific project, then crowdfunding is the solution for you. Sites like Kickstarter, Indiegogo and GoFundMe let you create a project
proposal with a funding goal. Supporters can back you and, once you reach your financial goal, you receive the money (minus a central processing fee) with the promise to deliver to your backers. Before you start hustling There are countless options for making money online, but you should always make sure you're dealing with a reputable company.
Beware of scams that ask you to make a large cash investment to purchase merchandise to sell. Also, watch out for clients and customers who want to take advantage of you. Know what your work or product is worth and advocate for fair compensation whenever you can. It’s possible to make good money working a full-time job online and at home.
Making your own way in the online job market will be hard at first, but it will be worth it.
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